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Office hours:  

T,R 11:00am-12:30pm 

and by appointment   

In This Syllabus 

 

 Course Policies  

& Grading Criteria   3 

 College Policies   6 

 Calendar      7 

 Calendar of 

Presentations  12 

This course is an introduction to some of the numerous analytical 

approaches available to examine a text, understood as a group of 

signs that can be read regardless of its physical form, from an 

ecocritical point of view. Or in other words, during this semester 

you will get some tools to examine representations (whether in the 

form of a novel, a short story, a film, or a cultural tradition) of how 

humans have thought about their relationship with the environment. 

Although these critical tools are widely used around the world, we 

will focus our attention on their particularities when considered in 

the context of Spanish-speaking communities. Nevertheless, more 

than a course about theory, this course is intended to work as a 

humanistic inquiry through practice, as we will constantly consider 

theory in conjunction with textual case studies to immediately learn 

how to put into practice these tools.  

  

Learning Goals 

At the end of the semester, students should be able to: 

…describe how cultural, social, and historical contexts influence the 

production and reception of works that explore the relationships 

between humans and their environment. 

…explain the specificities of ecocritical approaches when it comes 

to the Spanish-speaking world. 

...identify and critically analyze representations of the relationships 

between humans and the environment in Spanish America and 

Spain. 

…write a research paper or create a visual essay in literary or film 

studies following conventions of the fields.  

WLS 325 - Advanced Studies: Environmental Perspectives  Fall 2019 

Pico de Orizaba, the highest mountain in Mexico, viewed from the state of Veracruz 
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If you are here because you are (or are thinking 

about becoming) a Spanish major/minor 

 
This course will be a brief but comprehensive introduction to Hispanic 
ecocriticism. You will get to know more about how people in the Spanish-
speaking world think about their relationship with the environment and the 
artistic products that they have created. The course will also give you 
fundamental tools to critically comment and analyze literary and cinematic 
texts. 

 

If you are here to continue practicing your Spanish 

language skills 

 
The course will provide a variety of authentic resources, that is, materials 
made by Spanish native speakers for other native speakers, to help you 
not only improve, but capture the nuances of the Spanish language, its 
different varieties, and the changes it has experienced over time. 

If you are here to fulfill a requirement in the 
humanities, International Affairs, Environmental 
Studies, or Latin American Studies, or you are just 

interested in the topic 

 
This course will provide opportunities to learn about the numerous and 
diverse Spanish-speaking societies. We will examine how they have 
understood and portrayed their role in the natural world. More specifically, 
you will get to know more about the different cultures in the region through 
some of their artistic works, whether in the form of literature, film, painting, 
or photography.  
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Grading Criteria 

 Preparation/Participation (10%) 

This is an advanced reading-intensive course that will be conducted as a 

seminar. Students are expected to complete all readings (or watch films) 

before each class. In addition, students are required to actively 

participate in class discussions. Each week, students are responsible for 

evaluating their own preparation/participation by answering weekly 

surveys/quizzes on Blackboard. The survey/quiz will be available from 

the end of class on Thursday to the beginning of class on Tuesday the 

following week. If a student forgets to answer the survey before class on 

Tuesday, the instructor will assign the grade. In this case the maximum 

possible grade will be 9/10.  

*Extra credit. La Mesa will be meeting on Mondays and Wednesdays 

from 7 to 8pm, and Tuesdays from 6 to 7pm, in PMH 429. You can get 

one extra point for every time you participate in La Mesa up to 5 points 

during the semester (naturally, you can participate more than 5 times). 

Just remember to fill out your attendance card. 

  Attendance (5%) 

Regular attendance is vital and worth 5 points: 0-3 absences=5 pts., 4 

absences=4 pts., 5 absences=3 pts., 6 absences=2 pts., 7 absences=1 

pt., over 8 absences=0 pts. You may miss up to 3 days, for any reason, 

without losing any attendance points; all absences count. If participation 

in Skidmore College-sponsored events (i.e., sports team competitions) 

requires you to miss class, bring a note on letterhead or ask for an email 

from coach/supervisor citing your name, your participation and the date 

you will miss class. 

Required  
Materials 
 

Films and scanned 

readings (Blackboard). 

Samanta Schweblin, 

Distancia de rescate, 

2015. 

 

Prerequisites  

WLS 212, WLS 211, or  

permission of instructor. 

Pájaros de verano (2018), directed by Cristina Gallego and Ciro Guerra, shows some of the 
long-lasting effects of colonization in Latin America. 

10% 

5% 

30% 

15% 

40% 
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Grading Scale 

 

A+  99-100  

A    94-98   

A-   90-93  

B+  87-89  

B    83-86    

B-   80-82   

C+  77-79  

C    73-76  

C-  70-72  

D+  67-69  

D    63-66     

F    <63  

 

A: Distinguished 

Shows mastery of the 

material, participates 

regularly and 

meaningfully. 

 

B: Superior  

Knows material well, 

but lacks in some 

areas. 

 

C: Satisfactory  

Adequate, average, 

passing. 

 

D: Poor  

Little understanding, 

lacking in most areas. 

 

F: Failing  

Poor work, insufficient 

learning, little to no 

evidence of 

understanding. 

  Response Papers (30%) 

Throughout the semester, students are required to write five 

response papers (no less than 500 words each) on any of the 

texts covered in the course (check the Calendar). Your response 

paper should be submitted via Blackboard the day before we 

discuss the corresponding text. Papers should follow the MLA 

guidelines, be double-spaced, use a font size no smaller than 

12, and include the word count. At least three response papers 

should be turned in by October 31. For additional guidance on how 

to write a response paper, check the documents titled “Writing a 

Response Paper-Duke U Writing Studio” and “Sample Response 

Papers-McGee, Longwood U” available on Blackboard. 

  Presentation (15%) 

Students (individually or in pairs) will be in charge of preparing a 

presentation as indicated in the Calendar. The presentation will 

consist on a 15-20 min introduction of the text, highlighting 

important points for further discussion and suggesting a path to 

establish a dialogue between the text at hand and other previously 

studied texts or historical context. Each individual/team needs to 

come to my office at least one week before the date of their 

presentation to discuss it with me. 

  Ecocritical Analysis Project (40%) 

As a semester-long project, students will prepare a critical analysis 

from an ecocritical point of view of one or two of the texts studied in 

the course. The analysis can take the form of a 2500- to 3000-word 

essay or a 8- to 10-minute visual essay. Visual essay projects can 

be done in teams of up to 3 members. Traditional papers are to be 

written individually. Students should meet with the instructor before 

Thursday, September 26 to talk about their project, initial ideas, 

and plan towards its successful completion by the end of the 

semester. The project has three main components:  

1. Annotated bibliography. Students are required to write an 

annotated bibliography (no less than 1250 words) on the topic 

of their project, following the MLA citation format, to be 

submitted by Thursday, October 24. Students should read and 

critically comment at least 5 works (research articles or book 

chapters) related to their research.  

More information on how to write an annotated bibliography in 
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Spanish can be found at Cornell University Library’s website: http://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/ref/

research/skill28espanol.htm  

Also, Skidmore’s Writing Center has some useful information on this genre (in English):  

http://lib.skidmore.edu/library/index.php/writing-an-annotated-bibliography  

2. First draft / Rough cut. A first draft, in the case of a paper, or a rough cut, in the case of a 

visual essay, should be submitted by Thursday, November 21 via Blackboard. It is important that 

the project is as close as possible to its final form by this date, so the instructor can provide 

meaningful feedback. 

3. Final paper or video essay. The final version of the paper or video essay is due by the date 

assigned to the final exam (Tuesday, December 17, 9pm). Additional guidance can be 

found on Blackboard. 

At the end of the semester, we will be reading the novel Distancia de rescate, by Argentinean writer Samanta Schweblin. This is a fascinating tale of 
the effects of using toxic chemicals in agriculture. 

http://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/ref/research/skill28espanol.htm
http://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/ref/research/skill28espanol.htm
http://lib.skidmore.edu/library/index.php/writing-an-annotated-bibliography
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Protestors against the presence of bulls in the festival of San Fermín, Pamplona, Spain. 

College Policies 

Title IX Statement and Reporting Responsibilities 

Skidmore College considers sexual and gender-based misconduct to be one of the most serious 

violations of the values and standards of the College. Unwelcome sexual contact of any form is a 

violation of students’ personal integrity and their right to a safe environment and therefore violates 

Skidmore’s values. Sexual and gender-based misconduct is also prohibited by federal regulations. 

Skidmore College faculty are committed to supporting our students and upholding gender equity laws 

as outlined by Title IX. If a student chooses to confide in a member of Skidmore’s faculty or staff 

regarding an issue of sexual or gender-based misconduct, that faculty or staff member is obligated to 

tell Skidmore’s Title IX Coordinator or Title IX Deputy Coordinator. The Title IX Coordinator or Deputy 

Coordinator will assist the student in connecting with all possible resources for support and reporting 

both on and off campus. Identities and details will be shared only with those who need to know to 

support the student and to address the situation through the college’s processes. If the student wishes 

to confide in a confidential resource, The Counseling Center Staff, Health Services, and Victim 

Advocates are all options available. More information can be found at www.skidmore.edu/sgbm/ or by 

contacting the Title IX Coordinator or Deputy Coordinator. 

 

Academic Integrity 

All work turned in must be your own. Studying and practicing for class with another person is 

encouraged, but copying someone else’s work is inexcusable. It is college policy that all violations to 

the academic Honor Code must be reported and, if the charge is sustained, the infraction may have 

consequences for the student beyond any grade penalty. For more information visit: 

www.skidmore.edu/advising/integrity/  
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Date Topic 
Read/watch before class 

Due 
  

R, Sep 5 Introduction to the course  

Colonial, Postcolonial, Neocolonial, and Decolonial Environments 

T, Sep 10  Clash of Worldviews 
Cristobal Colón 
“Carta del primer viaje” (1493)  
 
Anónimo 
Popol Vuh, excerpts (~1701) 

Questions about 
syllabus 

R, Sep 12 Coloniality and Ecological Thought 
Joan Martínez-Alier, Héctor Sejenovich, 
and Michiel Baud 
“El ambientalismo y ecologismo 
latinoamericano” (2015) 
 

 

T, Sep 17 Barbarian Civilization 
Augusto Roa Bastos 
Selections from El trueno entre las 
hojas (1953) 

 

R, Sep 19 Contemporary Indigenous Voices 
Jorge Miguel Cocom Pech 
Muk’ult'an in nool / Secretos del abuelo, 
excerpts (2001) 
 

 

T, Sep 24 A Long-Lasting Clash of Worldviews 
Dirs: Cristina Gallego, Ciro Guerra  
Pájaros de verano (2018) 

 

 

No Barriers 

 

If you are a student 

with a disability and 

believe you will need 

academic 

accommodation, you 

must formally 

request 

accommodation from 

Meg Hegener, 

Coordinator for 

Student Access 

Services. You will 

also need to provide 

documentation which 

verifies the existence 

of a disability and 

supports your 

request. For further 

information, please 

call 580-8150 or stop 

by the office of 

Student Academic 

Services in Starbuck 

Center. 

 

Calendar 

Further Reading 

DeLoughrey, Elizabeth, and George B. Handley.  Introduction: Towards 
an Aesthetics of the Earth. Postcolonial Ecologies: Literatures of the 
Environment, by DeLoughrey and Handley, Oxford University Press, 

2011, pp. 3-39. 

Flores, William. Ecocrítica poscolonial y literatura latinoamericana. Fondo 

Editorial de la UNMSM, 2015.  

French, Jennifer. Nature, Neocolonialism and the Spanish-American 

Regional Writers. Dartmouth College Press, 2005.  

Gómez-Barris, Macarena, The Extractive Zone: Social Ecologies and 

Decolonial Perspectives. Duke University Press, 2017.  
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Further Reading 

Beilin, Katarzyna O. In Search of an Alternative Biopolitics: Anti-Bullfighting, Animality, and the 

Environment in Contemporary Spain. The Ohio State University Press, 2015.  

De Lora, Pablo. Justicia para los animales: la ética más allá de la humanidad. Alianza, 2003. 

Laist, Randy. Introduction. Plants and Literature: Essays in Critical Plant Studies, by Laist, Rodopi, 

2013, pp. 9-17. 

Waldau, Paul. Animal Studies: An Introduction. Oxford University Press, 2013. 

Date Topic 
Read/watch before class 

Due 
  

Animal and Plant Studies 

R, Sep 26 Non-Human Animals and Environmentalism  
Horacio Quiroga 
“El regreso de Anaconda” (1925) 

Meeting to  
talk about  
final project  
due 

T, Oct 1 Animal Studies 
Mónica B. Cragnolini 
“Extraños animales: La presencia de la cuestión animal en el 
pensamiento contemporáneo” (2014) 

 

R, Oct 3 Beyond Anthropomorphism 
Griselda Gambaro 
“Perro (2)” (2006) 

Presentation 1 

T, Oct 8 Plant-Human Relations 
Dir. Icíar Bollaín 
El olivo (2016) 

 
 

R, Oct 10 Crossing the Human Barrier 
Dir. Ernesto Contreras  
Sueño en otro idioma (2017) 

Presentation 2 

T, Oct 15 Workshop, “Writing an annotated bibliography” 
(will meet in library classroom 118) 

 

R, Oct 17 NO CLASS  
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Further Reading 

Faria, Catia. “Lo personal es político: Feminismo y antiespecismo.” Revista Latinoamericana de 

Estudios Críticos Animales, 2016, vol. 3, no. 2, 2016, pp. 20-38. 

Gaard, Greta. Critical Ecofeminism. Lexington Books, 2017. 

Gebara, Ivone. Intuiciones ecofeministas: ensayo para repensar el conocimiento y la religion. Trotta, 

2000. 

Mortimer-Sandilands, Catriona, and Bruce Erickson, editors. Queer Ecologies: Sex, Nature, Politics, 

Desire. Indiana University Press, 2010.  

Date Topic 
Read/watch before class 

Due 
  

Feminist and Queer Ecologies 

T, Oct 22 Ecofeminism  
Alicia H. Puleo 
Ecofeminismo para otro mundo posible, excerpts (2011)  

 

R, Oct 24 Ecofeminist Futures 
Anacristina Rossi 
“Abel” (2013) 

Annotated 
bibliography  
due 

T, Oct 29 Intersectional Approaches 
Yolanda Arroyo Pizarro 
“Saeta” (2012) 

Presentation 3 

R, Oct 31 Queer Ecologies 
Brigitte Baptiste 
Ecologías queer (2017) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nN99JIM5baU 
 

At least three 
response  
papers due 

T, Nov 5 Queering Nature 
Dir. Lucía Puenzo  
XXY (2007) 

Presentation 4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nN99JIM5baU
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Date Topic 
Read/watch before class 

Due 
  

Environmental Cultural Studies and Representations of Crisis  

T, Nov 12 Introduction to Environmental Cultural Studies 
Daniel Ares-López and Katarzyna Olga Beilin 
“Estudios culturales-ambientales ibéricos: fundamentos 
teóricos y conceptos clave” (2017)  

 

R, Nov 14 Urban Landscapes and the Culture of Crisis 
Dirs. Anna Trento and Marta Mancusi 
Carretera cartonera (2016)   

 

T, Nov 19 Waste Futures 
Cristina Jurado 
“Vertedero” (2018) 

Presentation 5 

R, Nov 21 Roads to Sustainability 
Dirs. Alba González de Molina Soler and Blanca Ordóñez de 
Tena 
Stop! Rodando el cambio (2010) 

First draft  
or rough cut 
due 

T, Nov 26 Ecosocial Crisis 
Dir. Diego Quemada-Diez  
La jaula de oro (2013) 

Presentation 6 

Further Reading 

Anderson, Mark, and Zélia M. Bora, editors. Ecological Crisis and Cultural Representation in Latin 

America: Ecocritical Perspectives on Art, Film, and Literature. Lexington Books, 2016.  

Heffes, Gisela. Políticas de la destrucción / Poéticas de la preservación. Beatriz Viterbo Editora, 

2013.  

Prádanos, Luis I. Postgrowth Imaginaries: New Ecologies and Counterhegemonic Culture in Post-

2008 Spain. Liverpool University Press, 2018. 
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Check the Blackboard site regularly! 

On the site, you will find most of the materials used in the classroom (including PowerPoint 

presentations) and important administrative information, such as grading rubrics and this syllabus. 

Date Topic 
Read/watch before class 

Due 
  

Thanksgiving Vacation 
November 27-December 1 

T, Dec 3 Ecocritical Approaches 
Samantha Schweblin 
Distancia de rescate (pp. 11-47) 

Presentation  7 

R, Dec 5 Ecocritical Approaches 
Samantha Schweblin 
Distancia de rescate (pp. 48-85) 

Presentation 8 

T, Dec 10 Ecocritical Approaches 
Samantha Schweblin 
Distancia de rescate (pp. 86-124) 

 

Final paper/video essay due 
Tuesday, December 17, 9pm 

Further Reading 

De Leone, Lucía. “Campos que matan. Espacios, tiempos y narración en Distancia de rescate de 

Samanta Schweblin.” 452oF, no. 16, 2017, pp. 62-76. 

Lapegna, Pablo. Soybeans and Power: Genetically Modified Crops, Environmental Politics, and 

Social Movements in Argentina. Oxford University Press, 2016. 

Sández, Fernanda. La Argentina fumigada: Agroquímicos, enfermedad y alimentos en un país 

envenenado. Planeta, 2016. 
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Office 
consultation 
no later than... 

Presentation 
date 

Text Names 

Animal and Plant Studies 

Thursday, 
September 26 

Thursday, 
October 3 

Griselda Gambaro 
“Perro (2)”  (2006) 

1a. 
  
1b. 

Thursday, 
October 3 

Thursday, 
October 10 

Dir. Ernesto Contreras 
Sueño en otro idioma (2017) 

2a. 
  
2b. 

Feminist and Queer Ecologies 

Tuesday, 
October 22 

Tuesday, 
October 29 

Yolanda Arroyo Pizarro 
“Saeta” (2012) 

3a. 
  
3b. 

Tuesday, 
October 29 

Tuesday, 
November 5 

Dir. Lucía Puenzo 
XXY (2007) 

4a. 
  
4b. 

Environmental Cultural Studies and Representations of Crisis  

Tuesday, 
November 12 

Tuesday, 
November 19 

Cristina Jurado 
“Vertedero” (2018) 

5a. 
  
5b. 

Tuesday, 
November 19 

Tuesday, 
November 26 

Dir. Diego Quemada-Diez 
La jaula de oro (2013) 

6a. 
  
6b. 

Ecocritical Approaches 

Tuesday, 

November 26 

Tuesday, 

December 3 

Samanta Schweblin 
Distancia de rescate (pp. 11-47) 

7a. 
  
7b. 

Tuesday, 

November 26 

Thursday, 

December 5 

Samanta Schweblin 
Distancia de rescate (pp. 48-85) 

8a. 
  
8b. 

Calendar of Presentations 

Images used: 
Icons designed by multiple authors from Flaticon (http://www.flaticon.com). 
Pico de Orizaba from Veracruz, by instructor 
Pájaros de verano 
https://www.elindependiente.com/tendencias/cine/2019/02/21/pajaros-de-verano-una-mirada-antropologica-sobre-origen-
narcotrafico-colombia/ 
Samanta Schweblin 
http://thepunchmagazine.com/the-byword/interviews/to-me-in-a-story-tension-is-everything-samanta-schweblin 
Distancia de rescate 
https://www.casadellibro.com/libro-distancia-de-rescate/9788439729488/2476181 
Protestors in Pamplona 
https://elpais.com/elpais/2016/07/05/album/1467728645_015013.html#foto_gal_1 


